
     Norms for Words of Remembrance at Funerals in the Diocese of 
                        Rochester Promulgated on May 20, 2012 

 
As Catholics we believe the celebration of the Eucharist is the source and summit of 

Christian life therefore, we are blessed with a funeral liturgy that is the Lord's gift to us and a 
great source of consolation at the time of death. It is through the funeral liturgy the Church 
commends the dead to God's merciful love. 

While the opportunity to share one's grief and memories is certainly part of the mourning 
process, these interactions more suitably take place among family and friends at the funeral 
home or reception where reminiscing and supportive, informal conversation  occur. 

The Words of Remembrance are not intended to be a eulogy and are optional and 
therefore not a requirement of the Order of Christian Funerals. To be faithful to and respectful 
of God's gift of this most perfect prayer, the following guidelines for Words of Remembrance 
will be followed: 

• The most appropriate time for Words of Remembrance is at the Vigil for the Deceased, 
commonly known as the wake. 

 
• Eulogies (reminiscing and toasting speeches) are not permitted. 

 
• One person only speaks in the name of all when the Words of Remembrance occur  

at the Funeral Mass or Funeral Liturgy outside Mass. 
 

• Words of Remembrance are brief: no more than 3-4 minutes, one typed page. 
 

• The Words of Remembrance are to be in good taste and respectful of the dignity of the 
liturgy. 

 
The Words of Remembrance are a reflection of God's action in the life of the 
Deceased and how God's blessings upon that person have enriched the world 
around t h e m . 

 
This is an opportunity to put into word the life of faith of your loved one, so in your Words of 
Remembrance we ask you to put into words the completion of some of these sentences: 

 
You could tell how Grandma lived her faith because she always.......  
Dad was a good Catholic. He ..... 
Mary certainly loved her faith and practiced it. She...... 
When it came to helping other, Mom was the first one there. She would often......  
You could tell how much Grandpa loved God. He often would ..... 
Mom was like Jesus to people in so many ways. She would ..... 
Mom taught me about God by..... 
God presence was very evident in our home in these ways ..... 
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